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HISTORY OF JADE

(CA. 6000 - 2000 BCE)

The Neolithic period in China witnessed the birth of regional-
ly-featured ritual implements and crnaments that were made of
jade. Some signature jade wares include the animal-shaped and
peometrically-shaped ornaments of the Hongshan Culture in the
Liao River basin; jade Bi (disc), jade Cong (vessel), jade axe and
jade axe with rounded edge of the Liangzhu culturein the Lake
Tai basin; jade knife, jade-tablet zhang (scepter) of the Longshan
Culture of the Yellow River basin. Such jade was uniquely func-
tional with rich connotations.

To carve jade required a large group of craftsman distinctive from
the average laborers in ancient clan. The jade once possessed by
the clan leaders or the sorcerers was there for the dawn of Chi-
nese civilization.

(CA. 6000 -2000 BCE)

The xia, shang and western zhou dynasties entered the heyday of
civilization. In order to consclidate their own political power and
the need to implement the rule of etiquette, the ruler established
acomplete set of jade system, and produced a series of jade
ritual vessels. In addition to following some types in prehistoric
times, there were also many new ones. Jade ornaments also
achieved greater development, the form of the animal and the
imagination of the gods for more, and sometimes also composed
of people composite patterns. At that time, all the nobles wore
Jjade articles on their clothes. The so-called "gentleman wears
jade", and jade ornaments were an indispensable symbol of the
nobility. The style of jade wares in shang and zhou dynasties was
consistent with the development of the social art style at that
time.
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FOREWORD

Well-known as the Home of Jade, China has an 8000-year history of jade mining and carv.
ing, In ancient times, jade was not only for decorative purpose but also a symbol of power
and wealth; it was holy enough for ritual ceremonies, funerals as well as exarcising evil spir-
its. Therefore, the property of jade held both personal and moral significance. Jade has

become one of th bols of ancient Chi N
In the pre-historical period, jade craftsmanship was of a high level, showing rather
sophisticated skills In selecting r ls, canving lapidary carving and

polishing. During the Xia (21st — 16th century BCE), Shang (16th century - 1028 BCE) and
Western Zhou (1037 - 771 BCE) dynasties, the ritual implements made of jade became a
pher Tt larity of jade in various forms of pendant peakied during the Spring
and Autumn Periad (770 - 476 BCE), the Warring States Period (475 - 221 BCE) till the Han
Dynasty (206 BCE - 220 CE). After that, the demand for jade declined during Wei (220 - 265),
Jin (265 - 420}, Morthern and Southem Dynasties {420 - 589) but rebounded during the
Tang (618 - 907) and Song (960 - 1279) dynasties in which jade was more for secular use.
The Lizo (347 - 1125) and Jin (L115 - 1234) jades distinctivaly reflect the lifestyle of ethnic
minorities. Jade has been widely processed from the Yuan Dynasty {1276 - 1368} til the
Qing (1644 - 1911} dynasty In which craftsman preferred to create large jade pleces.
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During the Southern and Northern dynasties when Buddhism became very pop-
ular, China welcomed its first good time in Buddhist sculptural art; at the same
time, Indian Gupta art, being introduced alongside the Silk Road through Central
Asia to China, exerted a great impact on Chinese Buddhist art. Typical examples
of the impact include Xiangtangshan Grottoes and the Northern-Qi Buddhist
images excavated recently from Yecheng. The grottoes, located nearby Yecheng,
remind us of their close relation to the Northern-Qi royal household. Both the
grottoes and images indicate the fusion of G d Sogdian elements on Chi-
nese Buddhist sculpture. Another typlcal case is cao yi hu shui, which refers to
a drawing style created by a Chmese artist hongda, who invented
flowing li
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evolved, he and his assistants frequenly updated models, rebuiding
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